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Hard Work Earns Families a
Holiday Move-In
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Dr. Glenda Humiston, USDA Rural
Development State Director (fourth
from left) is joined by Reedley Mayor
Mary Fast (second from left) and SHE
staff as they present certificates to one
of the hardworking families who
completed their home in time to move
in for Christmas.

Left: Members of the 11 families pose
in front of one of the homes they
helped build together.

On Monday, December 21, 2009, Dr.
Glenda Humiston, USDA Rural
Development State Director joined
SHE to celebrate with 11 families that
had just completed their new homes
and prepared to move in. Reedley
Mayor Mary Fast and City Manager
Rocky Rogers also participated in the
ceremony. When complete, the
Orchard Estates II subdivision will
consist of 44 new self-help homes.
The families in each group will spend
over 1,500 hours building each other’s
homes. Congratulations!

SHE 2009 Production
at a Glance

SHETotal Completions
(as of 12/31/2009)

The opportunity for 11 Reedley families to move into their
new homes before Christmas was made possible by the
coordinated efforts of many partners. A key player in the
project was the County of Fresno which provided $371,000
in HOME grant funds to help fund the project. The County
has been an important partner with SHE to help increase and improve the
affordable housing options for local low-income families. In addition to
helping fund single-family projects, in the last few years, Fresno County has
provided $1.7 million for the construction of 92 affordable, safe,
energy-efficient rental homes for hard-working families in Biola and Del Rey.
In the last five years alone, Fresno County has directly supported local families
through SHE’s housing and community development efforts with HOME
and CalHome funds totalling nearly $3.4 million.

Partner Spotlight: Fresno County

New Homes...................................... 76
Rehabilitation .................................... 77
Water & Sewer............................1,004
Multi-family Housing........................ 44
Homebuyer ....................................... 66

New Homes.................................5,779
Rehabilitation ...............................5,861
Water & Sewer......................... 26,041
Multi-family Housing...................1,106
Homebuyer ..................................1,316

The mission of Self-Help
Enterprises is to assist low-income
families of the San Joaquin Valley
to improve their living conditions.



The End is the Beginning for Self-Help Builders

The week of Christmas 2009 had special significance for 11 families in
Reedley – construction on their homes was over; they were moving in!
Home for the holidays!

Self-Help Enterprises’
work was nearing
completion with this
group of owner-
builders, and the New
Homes staff was
already moving on to
work with other
groups. But this end
was really a beginning for each person in these families. Each family
labored an average of over 2000 hours since late February to build these
eleven homes, through the rains of winter and the furnace blast of
summer, to get to this point – the beginning:

• The beginning of family life in a home that they built themselves;
• The beginning of a sense of security
and of place that comes from living in
a home that they own and can afford;
• The beginning of a homeowner’s
pride of accomplishment;
• The beginning of creating a place of
their own.

They did not get there on their own.
Self-Help Enterprises staff walked

with them through every step from completing the loan application to
USDA, to learning about escrow instructions and loan closings, to
pouring concrete, to building walls and setting trusses, all the way to
planting new trees and grass in the front lawns. They also had their new
neighbors to thank –
everyone worked on all the

houses – and volunteers who came from near (Reedley Mennonite Church;
Provost & Pritchard) and far (Sacramento’s Bayside Presbyterian Church; San
Jose’s Stone Church). Together we made it all the way to the beginning.

Self-Help Enterprises has been a partner to nearly 5,800 families in financing
and building new homes since 1965; but it is only a beginning.

Upcoming Mutual Self-Help
Neighborhoods

In 2010 SHE homeowners-to-be will be building in:

Fresno County Clovis
Reedley

Kern County Lamont
Wasco

Madera County Parksdale

Merced County Gustine

Stanislaus County Turlock

Tulare County Goshen
Tulare
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2009 Mutual Self-Help Homes

76 Families Completed
Homes in 2009

Fresno County Biola - 13
Fresno - 10
Reedley - 11

Tulare County Lindsay - 30
Orosi - 12

67 Mutual Self-Help Homes
In Construction

(as of 12/31/09)

Fresno County Reedley - 33

Kern County Lamont - 15

Merced County Gustine - 18

Tulare County Lindsay - 1

At the move-in and certificate ceremony in Reedley, families pose with their newly constructed home (top),
construction continues on the subdivision (middle), and new homeowners shake hands with and receive
certificates from USDA RD State Director Dr. Glenda Humiston and SHE Area Superintendent Manuel Angulo.
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Housing Rehabilitation and Homeownership

A Foreclosure Counseling Success Story!
Foreclosure counseling can end with a successful outcome for
some. One client lost his job and was unable to afford his
$1328/mo payment. After 10 months of working with the client
and his lender a final modification was signed which reduced his
monthly payment to $592, including taxes, for 27 years! The loan
modification was made possible under the Obama Administration’s
Making Home Affordable Program.

2009 Services

Home Rehabilitations 81

Home Reconstructions 21

Emergency Home Repairs 28

Home Water Wells 8

First-Time Homebuyers 67

Homeownership Counseling & 392
Education Graduates

Financial Literacy Graduates 14

Pre-Purchase Counseling 420

Post-Purchase Counseling 31

Graduates that Purchased Homes 92

Foreclosure Families Counseled 559

New Grants Written 14

Grants Managed 49

Loans Serviced 1389

Loan Portfolio Total $51 Million

Because a large portion of the affordable housing available to
low-income people in the Valley is older homes, SHE operates a
rehabilitation program to preserve and improve the existing stock
of housing. SHE also promotes homeownership through our
First-Time Homebuyer, Homeownership Counseling &
Education, and Foreclosure Counseling programs.

It takes a great team to make it all happen!

A brand new safe home! (Reconstruction)

Learning to be a responsible
homeowner (HCE / HB)

A 91 year-old home gets a new beginning for
its 81 year-old owner! (Rehabilitation)

Fresh, clean water for the first
time in months! (HWWS)

City of Avenal
City of Chowchilla
City of Coalinga
City of Corcoran
City of Delano
City of Dinuba
City of Exeter

City of Farmersville
City of Hughson
City of Huron
City of Livingston
City of Parlier
City ofVisalia
City of Woodlake

Kings County
Madera County
Merced County
Tulare County
USDA –RD
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2009 Multi-Family Development, Asset
Management and Resident Services

Total Number of Projects Developed
22 rental projects serving 1,106 families

2009 Development Activity

Rancho Lindo 44 units Lamont,
Kern County

Bear Creek 35 units Planada,
Rehabilitation Merced County

ParksdaleVillage 48 units Madera,
Under Construction - March 2010 Completion Madera County

Pre-Development Projects in 2010

GoshenVillage II 56 units Goshen,
Tulare County

ParksdaleVillage II 48 units Madera,
Madera County

The mission of the Multi-Family Housing Program
is to provide decent, safe, affordable, well-
managed housing to lower income families.

Main Resident Services Provided for
Families and Children

After- School Programs
Computer Training
English as a Second Language Classes
Summer Lunch Programs
Homebuyer Education and Counseling

Major Resident Services Partnerships

Community Services & Employment Training
Family HealthCare Network
College of the Sequoias
Fresno Community Food Bank
First Book, California State University, Fresno
Tulare County FoodLink
Kern Career Services
Lamont/Weedpatch Collaborative
Radio Bilingüe
Richgrove School District
Kern County Community Action Program
Madera County HeadStart Program
Merced County Office of Education

Top Left: Digital Connectors
promote affordable computers
to families. Above: Parksdale
Village 2 under construction
Left: Rancho Lindo

“Rancho Lindo is a promise
fulfilled to the community of
Lamont”
Sister Marie Francis Schroepfer,

Community Advocate

Bear Creek Housing Community
underwent a major rehabilitation focusing on increased energy efficiency.

MFH Team
MFH Resident Services
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2009 Community Development Highlights

The Buttonwillow Wastewater Project, a $2,766,812 endeavor, provided
for the replacement of a 50 plus year old wastewater treatment and
disposal plant. The project included new lift stations and sewer force
main, cleaning and relining of the trunkline, and construction of a new
wastewater treatment and disposal plant.

Self-Help Enterprises provided technical assistance and guidance to the
project that was funded by a State Small Community Wastewater Grant,
a USDA/Rural Development Loan and Grant, and the Buttonwillow
County Water District.

Community Connections - Working Together to Bring
Safe Drinking Water to Valley Residents

The Edmundson Acres water system has unsafe nitrate levels in the
drinking water. SHE has worked with the Arvin Community
Services District, Edmundson Acres Mutual Water Company and
residents to obtain affordable funding to build this project. This
project is paid for with federal economic stimulus money (ARRA
funds) and State Proposition 84 funds.

Buttonwillow StorageTank

12 inch main water
transmission pipeline was
installed to connect the
Edmundson Acres
community to the Arvin
CSD water system.

Technical Assistance Helps Communities Meet their Needs
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THANKYOU FORYOUR SUPPORT
COMMUNITY BUILDER

HOMESTEADER

CORNERSTONE
Anonymous
Brown Construction, Inc.
Lee & Alice Carey
Linda Craig
Community Economics, Inc.

Cal & Linda Dooley
Faith Presbyterian Church
Denise Fletcher
Carol A. Glass
Maureen Kennedy & Konrad Alt

Lane Engineers, Inc.
Doug Pingel
Donna & Darwin Poulos
Dick & Jackie Ursitti
WestAmerica Bank

Maria H. Bacigalupo

ARCHITECT
Anonymous
AWI Management Corporation
Peter & Cathy Carey
Ray & Miriam Chavez
Margaret & Earl Clime
Tom & Suzanne Collishaw
Dan & Diana Dooley
Dick & Do Dooley
Ednah Friedman
Bob & Carol Friesen

Senaida Garcia
Joan & Bill Gordon
Gubb & Barshay, LLP
Cindy & Bill Hill
Karl & Sally Hufbauer
St. Paul's Parish, Inc.
Renée Jewett
Mike & Estela Lane
Morse, Yardumian & Wittwer, LLP
Phil & Marty Pigott

Provost & Pritchard Engineering Group
Bob Rapoza
Gary & Chris Reed
Jenny Rodriguez
Karen & Rich Sauceda
Spence Fence Company
Gailerd Swisegood
Jean Tollini
Visalia Breakfast Rotary Club
Terry Williams

Bank of America Foundation
Citi Foundation

F. B. Heron Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

BUILDER
Anonymous
Rich & Kim Aicklen
Pete & Joan Akin
Suzanne & Russ Anarde
Manuel Angulo
Steve Antonino and DiBuduo

& DeFendis Insurance
Ricardo F. Arvizu
Byron & Betty Augspurger
B. J. Perch Construction, Inc.
Lindsay Bailey
Stan Barnes
Rita & Richard Barron
Larry & Ellen Beans
Joe & Tamara Belden
Larry & Marlene Bibbens
Paul & Noemi Boyer
Howard R. Broadman
Elizabeth Burns
California Utility Consultants
Vivian S. Carey
Bob & Karen Cary
Ted & Julie Chandler
Don & Phyllis Chapin
Vincent & Lorna Cheng
Mike & Barbara Chrisman
Greg & Dorothy Collins

Wilfred N. Cooper, Sr.
Phil Cox-Tulare County Board of Supervisors
Vivian & Xavier Crisanto
Dick & Do Dooley
Helen Dunlap
Ethan & Ruth Dutton
Fausto Escamilla
Bill & Florence Evans
Steve & Joanne Farnsworth, Total Office Products
Chas & Rachel Felix
Hector Fernandez
Jane Fessenden
Margaret Foley
Bill & Robin French
Judy & Britt Fussel
Judy George
Jenny & Dean Glass
Ray Guillen
Lloyd & Ulrike Halverson
Leonard N. Harrington
Havner Brothers Construction
Diane Hawkes
Pam Hinchey
Dirk Holkeboer & Betsy Murphy
Patrick Isherwood
Izabal, Bernaciak & Company
Ronald Javor

Fred Jensen & Thelma Essex
Dennis Keller
Bob & Angelina Kelly
Keni & Carole Kent
Bobby Krackov
Thomas Lauderbach
Marjorie Leavitt
Bill & Doni Lewis
Bob & Pam Link
Melissa Looney
Bill & Beth Lovett
Patrick J. Malley
Bob & Joy Marshall
Bruce McAllister
Olga McAllister
Beth & Stephen McAuliff
Graydon & Virginia Nichols
Phyllis Ogden
Sam Palmer
Mike Parr
Tom Peltzer
Premier Color Graphics, Inc.
James B. Preston, A Professional Corporation
Jim & Valerie Price
Rames Pruneda
Rudy Quintana
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ARTISAN

San Jose Friends Meeting
Steve Santana
Esmeralda Santos
Julie Scaife
Diane Post & Paul Schommer
Sharp Insurance & Bonding
Mary Ellen Shay
Deb & Tom Sherry

Jessi Snyder
Leslie & Drew Sorensen
Jim Sorensen
Mabel Sparks
Vicki Stasch & Dick Shirk
Bob Stone
John & Chris Sundstrom
Glenda Sutton

Marshall J. Taylor, DDS
Lynn & Mike Thompson
Ana Baiz-Torres & Tomas Torres
Virgil Manuel Vigil
Visalia Sequoia Lions Club
David & Leta Warner
Nancy Washburn
Windows Plus, Inc.

Anonymous
Donna Bailey
Andy & Barbara Balerud
Joe & Tamara Belden
Carmin Bonilla
Sandra J. Breedlove
Pearl Call
Miriam Covington
Jane Marshall Cox
Norm DeWeaver
Helen Dunlap
Lupe Felix
Ron & Sylvia Garrett
William & Anna Gero-Stillwell
Golden Valley Engineering & Surveying, Inc.
Mike & Marcia Heinzen
Kim Herman

David A. Hodges
Christopher & Rhoda Holabird
Alma Holkeboer
Sy & Eleanor Inamine
Stan & Cynde Keasling
Lena Lawrence
Kimball & Loretta Loeb
Evan Long
Ed Lopez
Felicity Lyons
Diane Manning
Art & Joanna Nugent
A.E. Paschkis
Louise Washburn Pease
Sharon & Stephen Peck
Bill & Gloria Powers
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Predmore

Michael & Iza Predmore
Jim & Geneva Rathbone
Sheri Rawlins
Nancy Richard
Léon G. Romanazzi
Andrea Scarbrough
Mary-Alice Avila & Stuart G. Seiden
Bill Sell
Adrienne Shilton
Sherald & Mary Ellen Sluka
Jessi Snyder
Helen Solinas
Julia Tan
Stephen Thiermann
Marian G. Thurlow
Sylvia Unikel
Dick & Marilyn Watson
Henry & Jenny Yang

Ralph Baiz, Jr.
Caroline & Mort Brown
Gertrude Carey
Dr. George Castaneda

Jack Daniel
Joseph Friedman
Lydia Gomez
Theresa Harrington

Everett Krackov
Ernesto Laredo
Ben Owens
Judy Pingel

GIFTS WERE RECEIVED IN MEMORY OF

GIFTS WERE RECEIVED IN HONOR OF

I want to help Self-Help Enterprises in its efforts to meet the housing needs of the San Joaquin Valley
by making a gift of $ to the Washburn Fund.

Community Builder......$10,000 or more
Homesteader.................$3,000 to $9,999
Cornerstone..................$1,000 to $2,999

Architect.................$500 to $999
Builder....................$100 to $499
Artisan....................Gifts up to $99

Lender......................Loans of $1,000
or more

Name

Address City Zip

Please print your name the way you would like it to appear in the SHE newsletter

Name

Annual contributors of
$500 or more receive a
recognition plaque

Please make checks payable to:
Self-Help Enterprises

P.O. Box 6520 • Visalia, CA 93290 • 559-651-1000

Thank you!
All donations are

tax deductible

Peter Carey Tom Collishaw Carol Glass Denise Fletcher Dirk Holkeboer
Bill Lovett Graciela Martinez Bard & Olga McAllister Doug Pingel Mabel Sparks

Peggy Sanders
Betty Sorensen
Ed Wright
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Ray Chavez .................................................... Chair
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Marv Hansen ..........................................Treasurer

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
President/CEO.................................. Peter Carey
Vice-President.............................. Tom Collishaw
Program Director..................... Denise Fletcher
Housing Rehabilitation
Program Director............................ Doug Pingel
Multi-Family Housing
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Lynn Knudson, Senior
Vice President with
Bank of America,
presents SHE Board
Chair Ray Chavez
with a check for
$90,000 in support of
our homeownership
counseling and
education efforts and
related activities.

Lynn and Ray were
joined by members of
SHE’s Board of
Directors and staff.
We are very grateful for this generous, ongoing partnership with the Bank
of America Foundation directed at ensuring sustainable, long-term
homeownership for program participants.

B of A supports SHE’s Homeownership efforts


