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In 2006, we lost two local legends 
and affordable housing pioneers.  
Early supporters of SHE, Everett 
S. Krackov and Donald M. Hill-
man were eulogized by many 
friends and family.  Everett died 
on September 29th and Don died 
on October 19th of 2006.  We will 
miss them both greatly and offer 
our deepest condolences to their 
families.

Among their many other endeav-

ors and community service efforts, 
Everett was founder and director 
of the Tulare County Community 
Action Agency in the 1960s and 
Don was a member of the Tulare 
County Board of Supervisors for 
two decades.

Both men were principled leaders 
who were as idealistic in their out-
looks on life and as they were prac-
tical in their approaches to meeting 
human needs.  Their spirits and 

talents improved Tulare County 
in innumerable ways.  Self-Help 
Enterprises benefited greatly from 
their guidance and friendship.

In Memoriam - Everett S. Krackov and Donald M. Hillman

Helping people help themselves since 1965

 Everett Krackov	 Don Hillman

In 2006, Self-Help Enterprises 
received the Fresno Bee’s Cen-
tral Valley Excellence in Business 
Award in the Charitable/Non-
profit category and was recog-
nized as Business of the Year 
by the Tulare County Hispanic 
Roundtable.

SHE Loan Processor, Velma Her-
nandez introduces USDA Admin-
istrator for Housing Programs, 
Russ Davis, to families participat-
ing in SHE’s self-help housing 
program.

Graciela Martinez, a SHE board 
member for 10 years and past presi-
dent, was honored by Neighbor-

Works® America 
in 2006 with one 
of eight nation-
wide Dorothy 
Richardson 
Awards for Resi-
dent Leadership.

SHE’s CEO Peter Carey (left) 
thanks USDA Rural Development 
Under Secretary Thomas Dorr and 
State Director Ben Higgins (right) 
for their commitment to the San 
Joaquin Valley.

Congress-
man Jim 
Costa (left) 
and Bakers-
field Mayor 
Harvey Hall 
are strong 
advocates 
for self-help 
housing.
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Priscella Elenes and her 5-year-
old son lived with family members 
before moving into their new home 
in Lindsay last February.  “It’s good 
that Self-Help Enterprises helps out 
low-income people,” Elenes said 
recently.

Elenes said that for almost 12 months, she worked with 10 other 
families who helped build each others’ houses in Lindsay. “It’s all 11 
houses at the same time,” she emphasized. “You’re not just helping 
build one house.”

Elenes initially worried that she 
would not be able 
to participate 
because she was a 
single mother.  But, 
she soon learned that the issue was labor, not family 
status.  She was able to meet her labor requirement 
by getting help from friends and family. She also 
discovered muscles that she never knew she had, 
but said that she was willing to make the sacrifices 
needed to provide a home for her son. Elenes called 
Self-Help Enterprises at Thanksgiving to announce 

that she was being promoted to a manager position and to say “thank 
you” for giving her an opportunity to become a homeowner.

154 Families Completed
Homes in 2006

Fresno County	 Del Rey	 42
	 Fresno	 10
Kern County	 Wasco	 12
Merced County	 Delhi	 18
Tulare County	 Earlimart	 51
	 Lindsay	 21

70 Mutual Self-Help Homes 
Under Construction

(as of 12/31/06)
Fresno County	 Biola	 11	
	 Fresno	 10
Kern County	 Delano	 21
	 Shafter	 20
Tulare County	 Tipton	 8

Upcoming Mutual Self-Help
Neighborhoods

Groups will begin building in 2007 in:
Fresno County	    Biola, Fresno
Kern County	       Bakersfield, Shafter
Merced County 	 Dos Palos
Tulare County   Lindsay, Orosi

Over 5,500 families have moved into decent and affordable 
homes built in this manner since Self-Help Enterprises began 
its mutual self-help housing program in 1965. Late in 2006, Self-
Help Enterprises began building in the Fresno County com-
munity of Biola for the first time since 1981. Located northwest 
of the City of Fresno, this rural community is experiencing the 
economic boom-and-crunch of the expanding influence of the 
city.

Self-Help secured an 18-acre site on Shaw Avenue adjacent to 
an elementary school that will allow construction of a 44-unit 
multi-family rental project and 58 single-family homes. In the 
midst of heavy machinery focused on subdivision improve-
ments, the eleven families of Biola 5 began the challenging 
work of building their new homes in late November. Each 
household provides at least 40 hours of labor each week un-
til all 11 of the houses in the group are completed. By the end 
of the summer, 45 people will be able to move into their new 
homes – built with their own hands.

Biola 5
• 11 participant households
• Average family size: 4
• �5 very-low-income households (earning 

50% of the Area Median Income or less)
• �6 low-income households (earning 51-

80% of the Area Median Income)
• Income range: $21,249 - $30,947
• Sales price of homes: $136,000
• �Mortgage financing provided by: 

USDA (1-6% interest rate), the County 
of Fresno (CalHOME program), and the 
State of California (Joe Serna Jr. Farm  
Worker Grant program)

• Average monthly house payment: $618
  or 28% of gross income

A Success Story in Lindsay - Tulare County
2006 New Homes

Community Profile
Biola - Fresno County
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Working to Better Serve Families
Our role is to provide assistance to families who need home 

repairs; assistance to first-time home buyers; and grant man-
agement for our partner jurisdictions. Improving services for 
our families and partners has required continuous innova-
tion. During the past year, we have streamlined processes to 
better serve participants and partners.  

• �Prepared three-year (vs. one-year) grant applications. This 
resulted in reducing three separate grant applications down 
to one per partner and secured $1.5 million in funding as 
compared to the $500,000 previously allotted to partners 
under the one-year cycle.

• �Developed a contract that combined nine separate grant 
management contracts with our partners into one contract 
for a three-year period.  

• �Developed a single format for program guidelines.

• �Expanded loan portfolio management services to 9 partners 
with a total loan portfolio of over 900 loans.

• �Worked with local architects to design modest and attrac-
tive house plans that will secure rapid approval of building 
departments valley wide.

It has been a busy, productive year and we look forward to 
continuing our efforts to improve service delivery to partici-
pants and our partners.  SHE is staffed & ready to meet the 
challenges facing today’s low-income homebuyers & hom-
eowners, as well as better serve and support our city and 
county partners’ housing programs.

Homeownership Assistance
Fresno County......................................... 16
Kern County.............................................. 5
Kings County........................................... 21
Madera County......................................... 1
Merced County........................................ 14
Tulare County.......................................... 30
TOTAL...................................................... 87

Home Improvements
Fresno County........................................... 4
Kern County.............................................. 2
Kings County........................................... 19
Madera County......................................... 8
Merced County.......................................... 7
Stanislaus County..................................... 5
Tulare County.......................................... 35
TOTAL...................................................... 80

2006 Housing Rehabilitation and
Homeownership Update

Funding for Valley Communities
      12 Grants	 Totaling $8.15 million
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2006 Multi-Family Development
and Asset Management

New Projects Opened in 2006
Bear Creek (expansion) - Planada, CA........... 28 units
Sand Creek - Orosi, CA.................................... 60 units
Washington Plaza - Earlimart, CA.................. 44 units
TOTAL NEW RENTAL UNITS	 132 units

Total Rental Residences - 978 at 19 locations

Construction Starts in 2006
Lincoln Plaza - Hanford, CA........................... 40 units
(Projected completion - August 2007)

Biola Village - Biola, CA................................... 44 units
(Projected completion - July 2007)

Existing Programs:
• �After-School Program
• �Computer Lab with 

Computer Training Classes
• �English as a Second 

Language (ESL)
• �Neighborhood Watch
• �Health and Safety Fairs
• �AA Meetings
• �Family Literacy
• �Summer Lunch Program

• �HomeBase Education Program
• �Headstart and Latch-Key 

Pre-School
• �Homebuyer Education
• �Camp Fire Boys and Girls Club
• �Field Trips
• �Business Education Workshops
• �Toys For Tots
Partnerships:
• �Central California Child 

Development Center

• �Community Action 
Partnership of Kern

• �Cutler-Orosi Joint Unified 
School District

• �Madera County Community 
Action Agency

• �Tulare County Office of 
Education

• �FoodLink
• �United Farm Workers Service 

Center

Programs for Families and Children
New Staffing Helped Grow Resident Service Activities
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2006 Community Development Milestones

Fresno County
First community water system built in Raisin City, 
including well, storage tank and distribution lines 
(60 connections, 270 people)

Kern County
• �Water line construction was completed in the 

mountain community of Frazier Park (1,300 con-
nections, 2,834 people)

• �Rancho Seco waterline construction project com-
pleted (31 connections, 50 people)

• �With full funding secured, engineering design 
began on the Rexland Acres community sewer 
project (688 connections, 2,872 people)

Tulare County
• �Funding from state and federal sources secured 

for critical water system improvements in Plain-
view (200 connections, 900 people)

• �Over $4 million in federal and state funds com-
mitted for Pixley community sewer improve-
ments (700 connections, 2,600 people)

• �Funding approved for water system improve-
ments in Tooleville (77 conections, 320 people)

Ray Chavez, Vice Chair
Linda Ferrero, Treasurer
Bob Friesen
Yolanda Gonzales
Graciela Martinez
Harvey May
Mike Mayo
Isabel Olmos

Frances Ortiz
Alex Peltzer
Javier Robles
Gary Rodriguez
Chris Sundstrom
Sherry Tietjens, Chair
Lupe Zuniga

SHE Board of DirectorsThe purpose of Self-Help Enterprises is to 
assist low-income families of the San Joaquin 
Valley to improve their living conditions.

As indicated by the name of our organization, 
it is the guiding philosophy of Self-Help 
Enterprises to work with, rather than for, 
individuals in their efforts to improve their 
living conditions and their communities.
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Anonymous
Dr. Rosalind S. Abernathy
Rich Aicklen
Pete & Joan Akin
John & Sandy Alvord
Manuel Angulo
Steve Antonino
Byron & Betty Augspurger
Donna Bailey
Sharon Baranofsky & 
  Mitchell H. Zucker
Luke & Barron, Attorneys At Law
Rita & Richard Barron
Larry & Ellen Beans
Larry & Marlene Bibbens
Carmin Bonilla
Julie Bornstein

Natalie M. Boushée
Paul Boyer
Marc Brown & Associates
Empire Supply Co.
Michael & Linda Perez Carroll
Ted and Julie Chandler
Ray & Miriam Chavez
Greenleaf Farms, Inc.
Greg & Dorothy Collins
Vivian & Xavier Crisanto
DG Insurance Agency
Di Buduo & De Fendis 
  Insurance Brokers
Jim & Linda Ely
Bill Evans
Lupe Felix
Hector Fernandez

Jane Fessenden
Margaret Foley
Jesus Gamboa, Mayor, City of Visalia
Olivia Gamboa
Judy George
Lloyd Halverson
Makiji Hase
Havner Brothers Construction
Diane Hawkes
Pam Hinchey
Dirk Holkeboer & Betsy Murphy
Ronald Javor
Dennis Keller
Bob & Angelina Kelly
Keni & Carole Kent
Quad Knopf, Inc.
Bobbie Krackov

BUILDER

Stan Barnes
Mort & Caroline Brown
Alice & Lee Carey
Tom & Suzanne Collishaw
Community Economics, Inc.
R.M. Doe
Dan & Diana Dooley
Steve & Joanne Farnsworth, 
  Total Office Products
Bill & Robin French

Robert & Carol Friesen
Bill & Joan Gordon
Gubb & Barshay, LLP
Cindy & Bill Hill
Jim & Pat Holly
Stuart Honse
Renee Jewett
Rosa Jimenez
Michael Lane
Olsen Nelson Insurance Services

Phil & Marty Pigott
Premier Color Graphics, Inc.
Bob Rapoza
Gary & Chris Reed
Jean Tollini
Louis R. Urbano, Urbano Plumbing
Wallace & Smith Contractors
Nancy Washburn
WestAmerica Bank
Terry Williams

ARCHITECT

Anonymous
Duane & Pearl Call
Peter & Cathy Carey
Phil Cox, Tulare County Board 
  of Supervisors
Linda Craig
Cal & Linda Dooley
Dick & Do Dooley
Denise & Ed Fletcher

The Gindick Family Foundation
Carol A. Glass
Steve Holman
Karl Hufbauer
Maureen Kennedy
Lane Engineers, Inc.
The Lockwood Agency
Mangano Homes, Inc.
Mike Mantle

The PAM Company
Doug & Judy Pingel
Donna & Darwin Poulos
Children of the Ross, Davis, Arment, 
  & Collishaw Families
Surroz Motors, Inc.
Sherry & Frank Tietjens
Doug & Donna Waterman

CORNERSTONE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Since the last issue of SHE News, we have received contributions at the following levels:

HOMESTEADER
Maria H. Bacigalupo

Blanche & Irma Weill Foundation

Citigroup Foundation
COMMUNITY BUILDER

F.B. Heron Foundation Fannie Mae Foundation
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Anonymous
Rosalind S. Abernathy
Joe & Tamara Belden
Fernando Bella
Michael Berzinsky
Julie Cabañas
Andrew C. Compton
Chris & Karen Cooper
Jane Marshall Cox
Norm DeWeaver
Senaida Garcia
William & Anne Gero-Stillwell

Mrs. Lillian S. Glass
Russ & Joyce Hanson
Helen Headrick
Mike & Marcia Heinzen
Chris & Rhoda Holabird
Sy & Eleanor Inamine
Stanley & Cynthia Keasling
Chris Kimbley
Marge Leavitt
Ed Lopez
Denise & Michael Marchant
Ralph & Denise Nelson

Louise Washburn Pease
Susan Peck
Michael & Iza Predmore
Carmen Prieto 
Richard & Peggie Rodriguez
Adrienne Shilton
Otto & Mary A. Steinhardt
Jonnie & Don Stone
Stephen Thiermann
David & Leta Warner
Dick & Marilyn Watson
Henry & Jenny Yang

ARTISAN

IN MEMORY OF
Jim Hamilton, Frances Honse and Everett Krackov

Community Builder.......$10,000 or more
Homesteader..................$3,000 to $9,999
Cornerstone....................$1,000 to $2,999

Architect....................$500 to  $999
Builder.......................$100 to  $499
Artisan.......................Gifts up to $99

Name______________________________________________________________________ 	

Address________________________________________City, Zip_ _________________________

Please print your name the way you would like it to appear in the SHE newsletter

Name______________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:

Self-Help Enterprises
P.O. Box 6520 • Visalia, CA 93290 • 559-651-1000

Lender.......................Loans of $1,000
	 or more

Annual contributors of 
$500 or more receive a 
Washburn Plaque.

All donations are 
tax deductible

I want to help Self-Help Enterprises in its efforts to meet the housing needs of the San Joaquin Valley by 
making a gift of  $___________  to the Washburn Fund.

Thank you!

Thomas Lauderbach
Lisa Lee
Dr. & Mrs. Michael J. Levine
Bill & Doni Lewis
Bob Link, Visalia City Council
Evan Long
Pat Malley
Bob & Joy Marshall
Tracy & Harvey May
Beth & Stephen McAuliff
Nancy McLaughlin & Keeley 
  Kirkendall
Leon & Lynn Mirviss
Socorro Moran
Sarah Nettels 
Grant & Grace Noda
Noell Agnew & Morse, LLP

Kevin & Marti Noell
David & Phyllis Ogden
Sam Palmer
Mike Parr
Tom Peltzer
Basil & Kathy Perch
Rudy Quintana
Geneva & Jim Rathbone
Jenny Rodriguez
St. Paul’s Parish
Nancy Salzman
Steve Santana
Julie Scaife
Diane Post & Paul Schommer
Bill & Audrey Sell
Don Sharp, Sharp Insurance
Mary Ellen Shay

Sherald & Mary Ellen Sluka
Leslie & Drew Sorensen
Mabel Sparks
Kim Sturges
Chris & John Sundstrom
Marshall J. Taylor, DDS
Lynn & Mike Thompson
Sylvia Unikel
Unitarian Fellowship of Visalia
Visalia Sequoia Lions Club
Kay Waite Walsh
David & Leta Warner
Anne & Kirke Wilson
Liz Wynn
Marty & Jenny Zeeb
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SHE Total Completions
(As of Dec. 31, 2006)

New Housing.................5,513
Rehabilitation.................5,499
Sewer & Water.............20,862
Multifamily Housing.......875
Homebuyer....................1,051

SHE 2006
Production at a Glance
New Housing................... 154
Rehabilitation..................... 80
Sewer & Water.............. 1,946
Multifamily Housing...... 132
Homebuyer........................ 87

42 years of service in the San Joaquin Valley

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 
Chair........................................ Sherry Tietjens 
Vice-Chair.................................... Ray Chavez 
Treasurer................................... Linda Ferrero 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
President/CEO............................Peter Carey 
Vice-President........................Tom Collishaw 
Program Director Housing 
Rehabilitation........................ Denise Fletcher 
Program Director Multi-Family 
Housing...................................... Doug Pingel 
Program Director 
New Homes..........................Dirk Holkeboer 
Controller..................................... Carol Glass 

NEWSLETTER STAFF 
Editor.........................................Michael Lane 
Design and Layout.... The Lockwood Agency 


