She’s been a resident of
Frazier Park for 50 years and
is proud of that fact. Between
the two of them, Kitty Jo
and Keith Nelson served
on the schoul hoard, the
water hoard, the South West
Heeltheare District * board
end more, Kitty Jo knows

how things work.
The Nelsons raised their
children here and hold

the charmpionship as thée

editor team of The Mountain
Enterprise. As it happened,
Kitty Jo Nelson sent a letter
to the echtor this week as wo

Continued from page 1 .
declm:ahons of concern about
the growing scarcity of clean
drinking water and thé need
for’ smart, “resilient” infra-
structure planning:

World Water Day at home

In the US. and California,
rhetoric was matched by the
budgeting of money to invest
in ginarter groundwater man-
agement. -

In our own Mountain Com-
munities, that is exactly what
has been going o since 2018.
Preplanning Commilitee * -

A’ preplanning committee
was funded by the state to re-
search ways to come to grips
with drought through @ up-
grading aging infrasttucture
to eliminate chronic leaks (2)

tting meters on u
systenw, (8) trying to define
what appropriate collabora-
tion between smiall water sys-
tems might look like; and (4) to
decide whether a regional wa- .
ter gystem with financial -in-
centives from state and federal
sources could achieve a more
dependable and cost-effective
water supply system,
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the structural issues of a water

gystem annezation.

She asked what kinds of
orgamzatmnal changes could
oceur if Frazier Park Public
Utility District and Lake of the
‘Woods Mitual Water Company
were to merge 1nto a regional

water district.

An extvaordinary opportunity
has begen triggered by Califor-

nia’s dmught-dnvan water crisis.

This weék World Water Day was
marked around the globe with
Continued on page 3

What we have learnad

Only Lake of the Woods
and Frazier Park Public Util-
ity District accepted the chal.
lange to do the initial research.
Now other well-owners have
stepped forward to particip

Many of the questions have
been refined, and more infor-
mation has hecome available
about consumption patterns

zier Park The problem ls,
it is very difficult:to 'securs
clean drinking ‘water -within
LOW's boundaries during
this drought, even at 500 feet.
Meanwhile, the middle Cuddy
Canyon Groundwater -Basin
near Frazier Park is accessible
just 38 feet below the surface.
How would a-reglonal sys’(em
be govemed" 5

| water system

by users and the ground
basin eapacity (which we tallk-
ed about in last week's issue).
Infrastructure upgrades

Simulta ltant
David Warner of Self Help En-
terprises has facilitated the
flow of millions of dollars inta
the small water systems in
this region over the past three
years.

Lake of the Woods Mutual
Water Company will be
installing new state-of-the-art
water meters this year and
4,000 feet of distribution lines
will be replaced to eliminate
water loss through leakage.

New wells bave been drilled
in both LOW and in Fra-

wou]d be a pubhe tility dis-
trict with a single hoard of di-
rectors and a water manager:
It is possible that the Fra-
zier Park Public Unhty Dis-
trict’s five-person board would
expa.nd All residents of. the
service region ‘who ate eligible

* would be able to'run for the

board.

Rebecea Moore of Kern
County’s Local- Agency For-
mation Commission (LAFCO)
said, “If the areas are annexed
into the Frazier- Park Public
Utility Distriet, the mutual
water company will become a
part of the public enhty and no
longer be private.”

Here is how it is explained
by Consultant Dave Warner:

Anpexation by the Frazier
Park Public ‘Utility District
will bring:the: Lake of the
Woods annexed area into the
district's boundaries.

Once the regional water
project  improvements are
built, then the LOW Mutual
‘Water Company, the LOW Mo-
bile Home Park, the Lutheran
Church and private homes
served by a‘single well will get
water from the regional water
system that would be owned
and operated by FPPUD, a
public entity. Several of the

 private wells mentioned above

are high in nitrates and can-
not be used for drinking water.
Warner added that any area
annexed into the regional dis-
trict will have all the same vot-
ing rights as current’ district
residents. ‘To vote, property
owners -must be régistered
Kern County electors. Elec-
tions: are, conducted by Kern
County officials.
What about the costs?
Warner breaks the costs
into two main sections, annex-
ation costs and project costs.

Annexation Costs

The Frazier Park PUD
would not pay for the annexa-
tion costs. |

The State Preplanning
Grant fund has budgeted
$96,910 to pay for annexation
costs. There is also state pre-
planning contingency money
that can cover additional an-
nexation costs, if any.
Project Costs

‘Warner said he believes the
FPPUD and private well own-
ers that have confirmed they

March 25,

2016

estimated grant fundmg for
the current overall region that
may be annexed is'$8,550,000,
depending on how many enti-
ties join the regional project.
As a part of the regional
project,. Frazier Park PUD
would be elxglble for up to
$5,000,000 in grant funds to
be used to pay for fixing the
district’s waterlines, new wells
and other needed improve-
meats.
The regional district would
also apply for state grant funds

want to annex and lidat

into the regional system can
also qualify for the same 100%
state grant funding as the
Lakeof the Woud.s system. The

to pay for regi water proj-
ect costs. Based on the region-
al water system pa.rhclpnnts,
this would equa] ail estimated

Gormnued on page 5



Continued from page 3
$8,660,000 + $5,000,000 for
about $13,550,000 in state
grant funds which will not re-
quire interest payments and
will not, need to be paid back.

Of the Lake of the Woods
area’s additional state grant
share, over $3 million would
be paid to the new regional
district for “Capacity and
Connection Fees” that must
be used by the regional
district for water system
improvements (along with the
$6 million the district would
recéive itself). Those include
waterline replacement, new
wells, plus more efficient
meters and prmps.

What is the actual process?

Kitty Jo Nelson’s letter asks
for more specifics about how
to merge a public and private
(mutual) water district.

Dave Warner explained
that the regional system will
go through an anmexafion
process défined by state law
and conducted through the
Kern Local Agency Formation
Commission.

Kern LAFCO’s Executive
Officer Rebecca Moore 3aid
that once an application is
submitted, the process to get
it to the commission for hear-
ing tales about six months.

“There will be a noticed
public hearing. The landown-
ers and property owners are
mailed notices. A notice of
public hearing is also placed
in {the newspaper of record for
the area),” Moore explained.

“The public will have an op-
portunity to send in comments
in advance and to speak at the
meeting,” she continued.

“If the commission ap-
proves the proposal, there is
a ‘request for reconsideration
period’ of 30 days. If the time

Tor reconsideration has passed
or. the commission declines to
reconsider, the proposal moves
to the protest hearing part of
the process.

“The LAFCO executive of:
ficer will take writtén protests
from the time of the protest
meeting notice until the end of
the mesting.

“At this point it's all about
the threshold for the protests,”
Moaore wrote in an email: “26%
protest from landowners will
force an election; 25% protest
from the registered voters will
force an election; 50% protest
from the registered voters will
stop the annexation.”

What if the money Isn't there?

Warner and thé boards of
LOWMWC and FPPUD have
said repeatedly that no an-
nexation application will be
submitted to LAFCO if there
is not grant money availgble
to build the regional water
system, But what if an applica-
tion were submitted, and then
the. fundmg suddenly was not
avmluble"

" LAFCO's Moore said that
“if the district declares prior
to the commission hearing
that they cannot feasibly ex-
tend services to the new areas,
the proposal can be continued
(‘tabled’) until funding is ob-
tained, or the commission can
deny the proposal based on
this information.” -
And If it alt goes smaothiy?
Moore agreed that after
the regional system is built,
including  water  system
improvements to the Lake
of the Woods annexed areas,
the new regional version
of the Frazier Park Public
Utility District will take over
operations of the new regional
system and begin to provide
Conlinuad on page 22

Continued from page §
water servies to'all a'nnexed
area users. .

The LOW Mutual Water

Company, the church. ‘and -

the mobile-home park will no
longer’ operate water systems.
and will give up their water
supply permits 88 a part ofthe
consolidation: -

" All the people and property
owners in the anrexed area
will' be members of the new
régional version of the Frazier
Park Public Utility District,

with the same rights end du- -

ties as the current membets of
the district, including receiv-
ing water service, voting for
board members:(by. registered
votets residing within the dis-
trict), running for boatd office
and paying their water bill

. Though the Lake of -the
Waods Mobile Home Park owns
a well, its high nitrates would
nof.qtmhfy:ttubeusedbythe

Why go to all this trouble?

‘Self-Help ‘Enterprises is a.
nonprofit’ that was founded
over 30 years ago to heélp ru-
ral areas secure safe drinking
water. Through that group,
David Warner has worked on
behalf of several Mountain
Community water districts,
from Lebec. through Lake of
the Woods, as well as for small
water districts throughout
Central California. *

He had some strong parting
words in our interview,

“There are benefiis for all
who annex together and par-.
ticipate in building a regional
water system that will be
owned and operated by the
Frazier Park PUD. Tt will pro-
vide:

© "Water supply;

«Cleari water that meets state
drinking water standards;
*An estimated $18,560,000 in

' grant funds: which will - help

district, C
DaveWarner said. . -
He added that of all the
churches' jn the areswith
thel own wells, “only Shep-

A new well or wells;
-New water lines in both

" Frazier Park and Lake of the

. Woods aveds;

frerd of the Mountains Luther- *

an Church Water System has
chosén to parhclpate in’ the
regional water service.”

~New meters in Frazier Park

} and any annexed areas with-

. out imeters (LOWMWC will

But the. church well’s high i

nitrates make it unlikely the
regional d:smcl: would choose
touse this well in the system.

Private properhes gerved
by wells are givén the option
to keep their wells; but they
must disconnect them - from
their house or structure and
install a backflow device ap-
proved by the district.

The goal is to prevent any
water from thege properties
from entering the regmnal wa-
ter, system—which is held to
very high standards for health
reasons and goes through fre-
quent testing to confirm that
quality standards are heing
oaintained.

. have meters in-2016); -

_A water blending station
to allow use of the district's

* Monte Vista well;

«A water supply line betwaen
Lake of the Woods and Frazier

: Park;

—Added storage as needed
for the regional water syztem
which will also asgist in fire
protection for the region.
Warner said in the public
board meeting last month that
if it is decided mot to seize the
opportunity available right now
to this region, funds for making
these upgrades to the reglonal
water supply systems wonl
require each of the systems to
take on debt that would make
the cost of water very expensive.




