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Goshen Village grand opening and ribbon-cutting

Goshen Village is the newest
addition to the Self-Help Enter-
prises (SHE) Multifamily Housing
Community family. The grand
opening and ribbon-cutting events
for the 64 attractive rental units
and community center took place
on January 28, 2003. The event
was attended by many friends of
SHE.

The talented José Barraza, a
Goshen resident, kicked off the
festivities by singing the National
Anthem. Then SHE’s own Execu-
tive Director, Peter Carey, emceed
the ceremony and speakers in-
cluded community leaders, such as
SHE Board of Directors Vice-
President and former Goshen
resident Graciela Martinez, Gene
Lickey, chairman of the Goshen
Planning Committee, Billie Shawl
and Carolyn Rose from C-SET and
Steve Worthley of the Tulare
County Board of Supervisors.
Representatives from the offices of
Governor Gray Davis, Congress-
man Devin Nunes and Assembly-
members Nicole Parra and Bill
Maze offered their congratulations.

Also during the day, Neighbor-
hood Reinvestment Corporation’s

Director of the Pacific District,
Margaret Frisbee, presented SHE
with its NeighborWorks® mem-
bership charter. NeighborWorks®
is a national network of prominent

community housing development
organizations created by the U.S.
Congress.

SHE is honored to be a new
member organization. &




Smart growth
comes to Reedley

As rural sprawl consumes valuable
farm land in the San Joaquin
Valley, the concept of smart
growth has been touted across the
state by planners as the possible
panacea. Basic principles of smart
growth include consideration of a
wide range of family and environ-
mental concerns - proximity to
transportation, services and educa-
tion along with minimizing im-
pacts on natural resources, energy
conservation and infrastructure.
While not the cure-all for the ills
of rapid growth in the Valley, the
City of Reedley applied smart
growth principles in the City’s
2001 Specific Plan.

Self-Help Enterprises, long recog-
nized as a creative community
developer, approached the City of
Reedley to partner on an innova-
tive infill project called New
Horizons. After building a success-
ful and locally popular group of 10
self-help homes in 1999, SHE
worked with the City to locate
suitable property to accommodate
the scores of families that ex-
pressed interest in affordable
homeownership and meet the
goals of the City’s Specific Plan.
The New Horizons Project con-
sists of 35 homes located on a 6.6-
acre, L-shaped parcel surrounded
by development within the city
limits.

The selected site was problematic
for several reasons relating to size,
shape and circulation issues and
could not be economically devel-
oped under conventional city
standards. Together SHE and the

City worked to incorporate smart
growth concepts, variable lot sizes/
configurations, small street widths,
parkway strips and even incorpo-
rated a neighborhood "pocket"
park to make the project both
feasible and desirable. SHE has
also designed a new generation of
house plans to fit on the wider, yet
shallower lots in parts of the
subdivision where garages are not
the prominent feature of the
streetscape. The overall concept
has led to positive community
anticipation of the project and
enthusiasm by several funding
agencies that collaboratively
financed the project.

While this "affordable" develop-
ment is targeted to low-income
families, the New Horizons homes
are designed to be an attractive
and welcome addition to the City
of Reedley. Standard features in
the home designs include an
expanded front porch, recessed
garage, a variety of elevations and
color schemes along with energy
efficient appliances and lighting,
whole house fans, low flow toilets/
showers and full front yard land-
scaping. Combined with the close
proximity to neighborhood ser-
vices, New Horizons is a perfect

example of successful collabora-
tive planning between City gov-
ernment and private development.
The first group of self-help
homebuilders began construction
in December 2002 with the second
group of families slated to begin
construction in April 2003. The
project is scheduled for full build-
out in 2004. &

Reedley new
homes participant
achieves dream

According to Gloria Hurtado,
building her own home was a
dream come true. "I enjoyed the
hands-on aspect of building my
own home. I think everyone
should have the opportunity to
build their own home."

Gloria joined with 10 other fami-
lies to put in a combined total of
over 15,000 hours of work on their
homes. Gloria said SHE’s New
Homes Program gave her a chance
to build relationships with neigh-
bors and develop a true commu-
nity. "It doesn’t feel like you are
doing it by yourself because there
is so much neighborhood support."

Congratulations Gloria from The
HOME Team! &



Homeownership helps boost children’s educational
achievement, reduce behavior problems, study finds

By Jeff Grabmeier - Reprinted
with the permission of Ohio State
University

Parents who own their own home
may be helping to boost their
children’s educational achieve-
ments and even reduce behavioral
problems, according to a new
nationwide study.

The research showed that for
children living in owned homes
rather than rental units, math
achievement scores are up to 9
percent higher, reading achieve-
ment is up to 7 percent higher and
behavioral problems are 1 to 3
percent lower.

These results held true after the
researchers took into account a
multitude of factors that may have
influenced the findings, such as
the fact that homeowners earn
more and have higher levels of
education than renters.

Homeownership seems to benefit
children because the environments
in homes including such things as
safety, maintenance and the avail-
ability of educational materials
are on average better than those in
rental units, the study suggests. In
addition, the greater stability of
homeowners is good for children’s
development.

"Homeownership itself is good for
children," said Donald Haurin, co-
author of the study and professor
of economics at Ohio State Uni-
versity.

Haurin conducted the study with
R. Jean Haurin, a retired research
scientist at Ohio State, and Toby
Parcel, a former sociology profes-
sor at Ohio State now at Purdue
University. Their results appear in
the current issue of the journal

Real Estate Economics.

The researchers used data from the
National Longitudinal Survey of
Youth, a survey conducted by
Ohio State for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor. This study involved
1,026 children who were five to
eight years old in 1988 and in-
cluded surveys of the children’s
parents in 1988, 1990, 1992 and
1994.

One of the main reasons that
children of homeowners did better
was the differences in living
environment, Haurin said. Find-
ings showed that owning a home
compared with renting leads to a
13 to 23 percent higher-quality
home environment. This was
measured by responses of the
parents to survey questions and
also by observations made by
researchers who conducted the
survey.

The home environment encom-
passed both the physical and
emotional setting. The physical
environment included a variety of
factors, such as whether there were
obvious safety hazards in the
home, more subtle issues such as
the quality of lighting, and
whether the home contained
intellectually stimulating materi-
als, such as magazines.

"Owners have more of an incen-

tive to make improvements in their
home and create a more positive
living environment," Haurin said.

"They may be able to do things
like create a better play area for
their children, which could help
their intellectual development."
Homeowners are also more likely
to take care of dangers such as
lead-based paint in the home that
have been shown to harm children.

The emotional environment of the
home included the parents’ activi-
ties with their children, such as
how often they ate meals as a
family and how many activities
they did together.

"We were skeptical at first that
homeownership would have any
connection with the emotional
environment, but it turned out that
it did," Haurin said. "Homeowners
had on average a better emotional
environment for their children than
did renters."

But the benefits for children came
from more than just the improved
environment, he said.

The remainder of the benefits may
come from the fact that home-
owners tend to stay in one place
longer than renters.

This stability means that children
stay in the same schools, and
parents and children invest more
time in developing positive rela-
tionships with their neighbors and
the community. This investment in
neighbor and community relation-
ships may promote positive child
outcomes.

The benefits of homeownership
were also shown by the fact that
children did better the longer they
lived in owned homes. "It’s a
cumulative effect," he said. =



Peter Carey receives National Housing
Award for Distinguished Service

SHE’s Executive Director, Peter
Carey, received the 2002 Clay
Cochran Award for Distinguished
Service in Housing for the Rural
Poor. This award honors individu-
als who have provided outstanding
and enduring service with national
impact for the betterment of
housing conditions for the rural
poor.

The award is named after Clay
Cochran, a mentor and pioneer in
the rural housing movement. Dr.
Cochran’s work in low-income
rural housing goes back to the
1930s and 1940s. He founded the
Rural Housing Alliance and Rural
America. Dr. Cochran passed
away in 1982.

Previous winners of this award
include Clay Cochran, Elizabeth
Herring, Gordon Cavanaugh, Art
Collings, Eileen Fitzgerald, Robert
Rapoza, Arnold Sternberg, and
three members of Congress: Eva
Clayton, Stan Lundine and Bennie
Thompson.

Peter was presented with the

Community service award
SHE Board Member and long-time

community advocate, Gary Rod-
riguez (lower left cor-
ner), was recently pre-
sented the "Community
Service Award" by the
Shafter Chamber of
Commerce for his work
on behalf of Shafter and
surrounding areas. Gary
is working with the
South Shafter Projects
Committee and SHE
staff member David

award at the National Rural
Housing Conference 2002 on
December 6, 2002, in Washing-
ton, D.C. SHE Board Members
Mike Chrisman, Javier Robles,
Sherry Tietjens and Bob
Friesen accompanied him.

The Clay Cochran Award is
sponsored by the Housing
Assistance Council (HAC), a
nonprofit corporation head-
quartered in Washington, D.C.
HAC has been helping local
organizations build affordable
homes in rural America since

1971. &

SHE Executive Director Peter Carey receives
award from HAC Board President Bill Picotte.

SHE Staff and Board Members celebrate with Peter.

Warner to collect information on
septic systems in the communities

of Cherokee Strip, Burbank, Smith
Corners, Thomas Lane and South-
west Shafter. The Projects
Committee will be hosting
community meetings to
evaluate septic system
problems and identify
solutions. In addition to
his many volunteer activi-
ties, Gary, a former SHE
Board President, is a
bilingual teacher in the

Richland School District.
=



Self-Help Enterprises annual report

Introduction

The past year has been a time of
both successes and challenges for
Self-Help Enterprises. SHE
worked closely with State Senator
Jim Costa, the California Coalition
for Rural Housing, the State
Building & Construction Trades
Council of California and the State
of California Department of
Housing and Community Develop-
ment to craft Senate Bill 972
(Costa) that provides exemptions
from prevailing wage requirements
for self-help housing and single-
family housing rehabilitation.

During 2002, SHE reached several
important milestones. We con-
tinue to achieve a high level of
production in our core programs.

New Homes

In June of 2002 SHE celebrated
the milestone of 5,000 new homes
completed in the 38-year history of
the organization. Subdivisions in
Mendota, Delhi, Livingston,
Riverbank, Fresno, Reedley,
Poplar, Armona and Porterville are
currently under construction.
Subdivisions in Arvin and
Farmersville were recently com-
pleted. We are working with the
Hmong American Community and
the Sequoia Community Health
Foundation on a community health
center and self-help housing
subdivision in the City of Fresno.

Housing Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction

In 2002, the Housing Rehabilita-
tion Program reached a milestone
by assisting over 5,000 families

with rehabilitation of their homes
since the program began in 1974.
Communities throughout SHE's
service area receive Community
Development Block Grant
(CDBG) and HOME Investment
Partnership (HOME) funds to
provide low-income families with
loans and grants to rehabilitate
their homes. SHE's housing
rehabilitation staff administers
these programs for over twenty
jurisdictions throughout the San
Joaquin Valley. In 2002, the
rehabilitation program assisted our
partners in securing $2.1 million in
HOME funds and $4.95 million in
CDBG funds that will provide
continued assistance to low-
income families of the San Joaquin
Valley.

Homebuyer Program

SHE’s homebuyer program also
continues to grow and develop.
Over $3 million in HOME Invest-
ment Partnership grant funds were
received to provide down payment
assistance to low-income first-time
homebuyers in 2002. The Home-
buyer Program staff administers
fourteen programs throughout
SHE's service area and assisted
137 first-time homebuyers achieve
their dream of homeownership in
2002.

Multifamily Housing

During 2002, SHE opened Sunrise
Villa, 44 units of rental housing in
Wasco, Kern County, and Goshen
Village, 64 units of rental housing
in Goshen, Tulare County. Addi-
tional farmworker housing is
planned for our Bear Creek prop-

erty in Planada, Merced County.
Also, computers were installed in
several multifamily complexes for
use by residents and on-site man-
agers.

Community Development

SHE CD staff continued to work
with water and public utility
districts throughout the service
area and made 261 water and
sewer connections in 2002. CD
staff members have offered techni-
cal assistance to many communi-
ties including: Biola, Rancho
Seco, Alpaugh, Allensworth,
Teviston, Raisin City, Madonna,
Rexland Acres, East Niles, Lands
of Promise, Casa Loma, Button
Willow, Wonder Acres, South
Shafter and Rainbird Valley.

Weill Foundation grant funds were
awarded to SHE to fund prelimi-
nary engineering and water project
work in the communities of Ducor
(Tulare County), Rainbird Valley
(Kern County) and Burnett Street
(north Tipton).

The Alpaugh Water Project re-
ceived a $2,000,000 State grant.

The Lone Oak water system was
built and connected to the City of
Tulare.

A Community Survey of Aerial
Acres was completed and an
application for CDBG funding is
pending.

A Buttonwillow County Water
District CDBG funding application
is pending.

The Plainview Public Utilities
District water system improve-
ments were completed. =



Community development computer training

SHE Community Development
staff, seeking to meet a need,
conceived of the idea to donate
used computers to the water
companies and community ser-
vices districts with whom we
work. As the staff talked to the
secretaries and board members a
common concern arose. While all
the recipients were very grateful,
some seemed a bit hesitant be-
cause they had never used a
computer before and were nervous
about using one for the first time.

In response, VISTA Volunteer
Brooke Wentworth organized a
short, comprehensive computer
training session. The training was
an all day event held in the SHE
board room and representatives
from nine districts were able to
attend.

The day was broken up into four
sessions, with all of the training
materials prepared and presented
by SHE staff and VISTA \Volun-
teers. People with little to no
experience were invited to come
early for a very basic introduction
to computers, where they learned
things like turning the computer on
and off, and using the mouse. The
second session was devoted to
Microsoft Word. The students
were taught, among other things,
the basics of how to create, save,
and reopen Word documents. After
lunch, Paul Boyer presented a
session on Quicken, a program
that the boards could use to help
them keep their books. Because
the computers did not come with
Quicken already installed, staff
raffled off two of the Quicken

software programs. Representa-
tives from Plainview Mutual Water
Company and Alpaugh Irrigation
District were the proud winners.
The final session was taught by
VISTA Volunteer Coby Graham on
Microsoft Excel. He demonstrated
basic skills like data entry and how
to create formulas.

Those that were able to attend the
training not only received a com-
puter but a greater knowledge of
how to use it. Thus, we hope to
have helped increase the capacities
of these smaller communities and
make a small step in decreasing
the technology gap that exists
between urban and more rural
areas.

People are counting on us! &

New multi-family computer labs open

The mission of Self-Help Enter-
prises is to improve the lives of
low-income residents in the San
Joaquin Valley

\olunteers, Betsy McGovern and
Julie Narimatsu, managed the
opening of new computer labs for

through hous-
ing and related
programs and
services. One
way to im-
prove the lives
of our multi-
family resi-
dents is to
close the
idigital divideT
by offering
low-income
families access
to computers.
SHE's VISTA

the residents of Solinas Village,

Goshen Village and Sunrise Villa.

The positive response has been
overwhelming.

Mayra
Gonzales,
manager at
Solinas Village
commented,
"Itis great to
offer the chil-
dren an opportu-
nity to do
homework on
the computers.
Children here
line up outside
the doors wait-
ing for the lab to
open." &




